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Spring is the time of year when nature
goes through a renewal. The insects too, renew
their numbers. When insects hatch all at once,
the renewal can turn into an outbreak. ‘Tis the
season... for fleas, tree caterpillars, swarming
termites, and giant grasshoppers. Soon,
customers will approach you desperate for the
right answers. Here are some suggestions on
how to handle these critters.
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Fleas - At the first sign of HOT weather, flea populations start to skyrocket. The only
effective way to control fleas is to hit ‘em where they live - EVERYWHERE they live - on the
pet, in the house, and in the yard. Treating only one or two of these areas is nearly useless,
as the treated areas will be quickly reinfested by the untreated areas. Treat the pet with a
flea shampoo, spray or foam, following the directions on the label, or treat with flea tablets,
available from a veterinarian, or flea drops, such as Advantage, or a flea collar.
Inside the home, growth regulators and boric acid
products, alone or in combination, work very well. To use boric
acid, sprinkle the powder, not too heavily, onto the carpet and
use a broom to break up the clumps and sweep it into the
carpet where it will have the most effect on the fleas. It will
remain active until the carpets are shampooed, when retreatment will be necessary.
The growth regulator products work quite well also,
although, due to the life cycle of the fleas, it usually takes several
weeks for complete control.
Treat for fleas in lawns and landscapes with any product
labeled for fleas outdoors, such as pyrethroids or insect growth
regulators. . Treat again 7 to 10 days later to catch the hatching
eggs before they can lay more eggs. As always, tell your
customers to read the label and follow the
Tent caterpillars
directions.(Source:IFAS publication # ENY-291)
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Tent Caterpillars - While we hope we don’t see an outbreak of Tent Caterpillars this year,
here’s the skinny on this infamous critter. The fear among homeowners is that caterpillars
will strip every plant in the yard down to it’s undies. The fact is that, yes these caterpillars
do eat leaves, but they don’t eat everything in sight. They are picky eaters and only eat a
few species of plants. If the shrubs and trees that are eaten are healthy, they will quickly
leaf back out and recover without lasting harm. If your customers wish to treat small plants
or shrubs, use Bt, officially known as Bacillus Thuringiensis, commonly known as Thuricide
or Dipel. Bt is a bacteria that only kills caterpillars. Beneficial organisms that are also on
the affected plant will not be harmed. Treating large trees for caterpillars isn’t practical nor
is it necessary. Since only one generation of caterpillars per year occurs, they will
disappear in a few weeks with no lasting harm done.(Source - Article by JoAnn Hoffman Hillsborough County Extension Service)

Termite

Termites - Many homeowners, seeing a flying insect
inside the house, automatically assume it’s a swarming
termite. To understand the difference between a termite
and a flying ant, take a look the following illustration.
Termites have thick waists, straight antennae, and wings
of equal size. Termites, inside a building, are nearly
impossible to control except by tenting the entire structure.
Several products are on the market labeled for dry-wood
termites, but if the termites are living deep in wooden
framing, those products are largely ineffective. (Source The CPCO Advantage, October 1998)
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Lubber Grasshoppers - If you’re new to Florida, you may
not have seen these little critters. They start out in the
spring as small black grasshoppers, but soon turn into
LARGE yellow grasshoppers 3-4 inches long! They’re
regular eating machines. If you can catch them when
they’re small, any insecticide labeled for grasshoppers
can eliminate them. Malathion or Diazinon will
work, as will Dursban or Orthene or Cygon, but
these last three chemicals cannot be used on
fruits or vegetables. Advise your customers that
these ‘hoppers will not die immediately - it may
take a half-hour or more for that to happen.
There are several other time-honored methods
handed down from generations of Florida
gardeners. The first is to cut them in half with
your pruning shears. Another control is the
Lubber Grasshopper Adult
“whack ‘n stomp” method. First you “whack-em”
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off your plants and onto the ground and then do
the “lubber stomp” on them to put them out of
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their misery. Unfortunately, when they grow to be 3 to 4 inches long, no chemicals are
effective, so your weapons are limited to shoe leather and bricks as they grow up to be
tough buggers. (Source: Articles by
JoAnn Hoffman - Hillsborough County
and Ray Zerba - Clay County)
Mole Crickets - Mole crickets feed
primarily on Bahia grass. Adult mole
crickets are difficult to control. Better
control is achieved by treating the newly
hatched nymphs in the first half of June
in Central Florida. The most popular
choices are Orthene, Diazinon and
Dursban, either liquid or granules, and
Dursban mole cricket bait. To use mole
cricket bait properly, advise your
customers to irrigate the turf early in the
evening for 20-30 minutes, let the water drain briefly, and apply the bait.(Source:
Publication ENY-324)
Chinch Bugs - As the weather warms in the spring,
chinch bug populations soar. Many customers will
assume that any brown patch of St Augustine is chinch
bug damage. It’s best that they check the turf by using the
soapy-water-in-the-coffee-can-opened-at-both-ends
method or by spreading the grass open with their fingers
and watching for movement. If the critters moving are
black with white on their wings (adults), or even tinier
orange bugs with a white band on their back (juveniles),
Chinchbugs - Photo by UF then chinch bugs have been confirmed. To treat chinch
bugs, any product labeled for chinch bugs will work.
Dursban, Diazinon and Orthene are popular choices. You might suggest that the customer
check the irrigation coverage in the problem areas as chinch bugs are attracted to dry,
stressed turf. You might also suggest that the customer spot treat the problem areas and
keep an eye on the area in the future.(Source: IFAS publication # ENY-325)

