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BACKGROUND
Carpenter ants are large ants
with colors ranging from black to
reddish brown. They nest in wood,
usually in damaged wood or damp
rotten wood, where they carve out
galleries. They prefer wood with a
moisture content of over 15%. They
are difficult ants to eliminate. It is
difficult to track Carpenter ants back
to their nest. Baits are not always
effective on Carpenter ants. If your
customer has what they believe to be
Carpenter ants, they may need
professional help to eliminate them.
DIET

Florida Carpenter Ant

Carpenter ants do not eat wood. Their diet is quite varied including assorted fruits,
vegetation, insects, meats, sugar, grease and fat and insect honeydew. The workers do
bring food back to the nest to share.
REPRODUCTION
Once winged carpenter ants have swarmed and mated, the males die and the
female establishes a colony. The colony does not produce swarmers until about 3 years
later. Some literature indicates that carpenter ants may form parent colonies and satellite
colonies, but that the satellite colonies are dependent on the parent colony as they have no
queen, no eggs and no larva. That’s the good news. If you can find the parent nest and
eliminate the queen, then the colony and it’s satellites will die. The bad news is that the
ants are nocturnal (operate mainly at night) and nests are difficult to find.
TRAILS
Evidence varies as to whether Carpenter ants leave pheromone trails or not.
Recent research suggests that they do leave trails between parent and satellite colonies
and trails to food.
The Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (IFAS) is an Equal Employment Opportunity - Affirmative Action Employer
authorized to provide research, educational information and other services only to individuals and institutions that function
without regard to race, color, sex, age, handicap or national origin. U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE,

FORAGING
Workers foraging for food leave the nest in late afternoon or early evening and may
not return to the colony until near dawn. These ants may forage up to 100 yards from the
nest, roughly equivalent to a human traveling 8 miles from home.
PREVENTION OF CARPENTER ANTS
1) Eliminate wood-to-ground contact by removing soil or mulch as necessary
2) Correct moisture problems around the structure such as drainage problems,
leaks, etc
3) Replace water-damaged or decayed wood
4) Cut back trees and vegetation to reduce the access of the ants to the structure
5) Seal cracks and other openings around the structure
6) Remove dead stumps and other wood from nearby the structure
7) Store firewood or other wood away from the structure. Keep only enough stored
wood or firewood as will be used seasonally
8) Use barrier treatments around structures with such products labels for such use.
CONTROL OF CARPENTER ANTS
1) Find the nest - very difficult!
2) Dust the nest if indoors. Dusts offer long residual in dry areas and can be tracked
into the nest by foraging ants. Use products appropriately labeled such as
boric acid.
3) Drench the nest with appropriately labeled products.
4) Bait with boric acid products, usually 1%-2% products appear to work best.
Switch between several protein and sweet formulations to determine which
currently works best.
5) If the nest is in a live tree: Carpenter ants in trees are not directly harmful to the
tree. Plugging or sealing tree cavities are not advised. This will not prevent
decay nor prevent carpenter ant activity
Available
.
controls are not likely to permanently rid a tree of carpenter ants,
so re-treatment every year may be necessary.
6) Call a professional.
(Sources: Fact Sheets ENY-203,259 & local extension publications)
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